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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Dress for Success Mid-Fairfield County Honors 
Carmen Nieves with Empowerment Award

Bridgeport, CT — March 31, 2025
Dress for Success Mid-Fairfield County is marking 27 years of service to over 10,000 women in Southwest Connecticut by hosting the EmpowerHER Celebration on May 6. During the event, Dress for Success Mid-Fairfield County will honor Carmen Nieves with the Denise “Denny” Taft Davidoff Empowerment Award.  Ms. Nieves, a proud Bridgeport native, will be recognized for dedicating her life to uplifting her community through unwavering service, advocacy, and compassion. With decades of commitment to social justice and community empowerment, she has been a powerful voice for underserved families, women, and youth.
Her civic efforts include over 10,000 volunteer hours over her career with organizations such as Alpha Community Service’s Annual Walk to End Homelessness, Community Emergency Responder Team (CERT), and the Puerto Rican Parade of Fairfield County.  She has assisted more than 500 businesses and leaders in developing civic ideas and projects that improve the lives of children, families, and communities. In 2023, she started ViMa Ro & Company to support local businesses and the creative community with coworking and training space, along with a retail boutique space to sell creative goods.
With over 100 episodes, Ms. Nieves can regularly be found on “Connecticut at our Service” weekly show which airs on public access station Soundview Community Media TV to highlight individuals who lead with purpose to make the community a better place to live, work, and play. 
“Carmen’s passion for helping others is reflected in her work supporting countless organizations where she has been a champion for empowering women to achieve economic independence,” said Michelle Artis, Director of Dress for Success Mid-Fairfield County. “Her leadership, kindness, and dedication to creating positive change has left a lasting impact on the lives of so many.”
The Denise “Denny” Taft Davidoff Empowerment Award recognizes and celebrates exceptional champions of gender equity and women’s advancement. Denny Davidoff was a powerful life force dedicated to empowering people in the workforce, marketplace, and community. Her efforts helped serve a variety of jobless and marginalized populations through powerful programs including Dress for Success Mid-Fairfield County. Previous award recipients include Dr. Monette Ferguson of the Alliance for Community Empowerment Inc., Lindy Lee Gold of the Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development, and Karen DuBois-Walton of the Community Foundation for Greater New Haven.
The EmpowerHER Celebration will be held at the Boca Oyster Bar from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm on Tuesday, May 6. Tickets and sponsorship opportunities are available. For more information on being an EmpowerHER Celebration sponsor contact Valerie Knight Di Gangi at (203) 610-2348 or vknightdigangi@workplace.org. Tickets for the event can be purchased at www.workplace.org/dress-for-success/  All proceeds from the EmpowerHER Celebration will help Dress for Success Mid-Fairfield County assist women seeking employment by providing professional attire, a network of support, and career development programs.
###
About Dress for Success
Dress for Success Mid-Fairfield County, a WorkPlace opportunity, has assisted over 10,000 women since opening our doors in 1998. Our mission is to empower women to achieve economic independence by providing a network of support, professional attire, and development tools to help women thrive in work and in life. Dress for Success Mid-Fairfield County is an affiliate of Dress for Success Worldwide. All funds are raised locally and make an impact in southwest Connecticut. Visit midfairfieldcounty@dressforsuccess.org for more information.
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